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the Senate Budget Committee and was
asked what in his opinion should be
done with the surplus. Let’s look at his
remarks.

My first preference is to allow the surplus
to reduce the debt. I am also, however, aware
of the pressures that will exist to spend it.

This individual, who perhaps knows
as much about Washington and knows
as much about this country and its fi-
nancial caps indicates he knows about

. . . the pressures that will exist to spend
it. And that in my judgment would be the
worst of all outcomes. And if push came to
shove and it was either to spend it or cut
taxes, I would strongly and unequivocally be
on the side of cutting taxes.

Alan Greenspan happens to know
that the growth and intensity, the kind
of opportunity that is presented in the
American economy is curtailed when
we have more and more spending, and
that growth and opportunity is en-
larged when we have people with more
of their money to spend themselves
through tax cuts.

That is why he says:

And if push came to shove and it was ei-
ther to spend it or cut taxes, I would strong-
ly and unequivocally be on the side of cut-
ting taxes.

He stated that to spend the surplus
would be the worst of all outcomes, but
that is apparently what this President
plans to do.

I am sad to inform you, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the worst of all outcomes is
about to happen. The pressure to spend
is just too strong. I am here today to
set the record straight. We cannot let
the surplus be spent on mislabeled
emergencies and increased spending.
We must demand fiscal discipline from
this Congress. We should demand truth
to senior citizens about the fate of the
surplus, and we will demand that the
President, who decries tax cuts—we
will demand that the President stand
accountable for his actions as he pre-
pares to spend the surplus rather than
to keep his promise to save Social Se-
curity.

The American people will not be
fooled. You cannot save Social Secu-
rity by wasting the surplus on bureauc-
racy in Washington, DC. You cannot
save Social Security when you are
sending the elderly’s Social Security
checks to the shrimp aquaculture
project in Hawaii. You cannot save So-
cial Security when the people recog-
nize your posturing for what it is, a po-
litical exercise designed not to save So-
cial Security but to save yourself.

Mr. President, I appreciate this op-
portunity and yield the remainder of
my time to my colleagues.

I yield the floor to the Senator from
Idaho, Senator CRAIG.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

TAX CUTS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I will take
just a few moments because I want to
sandwich some comments into this
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very important discussion on cutting
taxes and lowering the rate of impact
our Federal Government has on the av-
erage American family. The Senator
from Missouri has spoken so very
clearly today about what is happening,
once again, in our Nation’s capital. We
fought for a decade to balance the
budget—and Republicans are proud
that it has now happened, it happened
on our watch with our fiscal conserv-
atism—but now we have a President
who wants to throw up the facade of
saving Social Security and yet sending
a very large spending package to Cap-
itol Hill. T hope we do have an oppor-
tunity to vote for tax cuts. This is one
Senator who will proudly cast an
“‘aye’ vote for it.
———

PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I thought
it would be important this morning to
do a short reality check on our Presi-
dent. The President last week said Con-
gress is a do-nothing Congress. They
have not done their work. Why has
Congress not done its work? You know,
when he made that comment about
us—and I have been here hour after
hour in committee meeting after com-
mittee meeting, here on the floor, day
after day for the balance of the year—
I thought, you know, Mr. President,
you challenged me a little bit. It is
time to do a reality check. So I sent
staff scurrying. We compiled the Presi-
dent’s travel log, and what I am about
to report to you is the travel log of
President Bill Clinton.

For a man who is bent on remaining
in the White House, President Clinton
sure spends a lot of time away from the
White House. What you are about to
hear is an analysis of how much time
he has spent away, and why his people
have not been on the Hill, why they
have not been working with us, and
now in the closing hours of a Congress
he is either threatening a veto or
threatening that he might just have to
shut down Government to awaken us.
Mr. President, let’s do a bit of a reality
check.

Last year, President Clinton broke
the Presidential record for foreign
travel with his 27th trip abroad. Like
the Energizer Bunny, he has continued
to keep on going and going and going.
This year so far he has logged 41 days
in 11 countries—11 different foreign
countries. Some say he is traveling in
foreign countries to keep his mind off
domestic problems. I would not want to
make that assertion. What I do know is
that the President has now broken all-
time Presidential travel records with
32 trips abroad, more than any other
president ever. Mr. President, you are
out breaking records.

However, just because President Clin-
ton is not on foreign soil all the time
doesn’t mean he is in the White House.
Bill Clinton also likes to travel around
the country as well. He is particularly
fond of combining both domestic travel
and campaign fundraisers, with at least
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37 trips which include fundraisers just
through this year, 1998, and there are
at least 14 more fundraising events
scheduled for October, according to re-
ports. Stay tuned as I go down through
this report, because you will find an
anomaly between official travel and
fundraising travel and what it is cost-
ing the taxpayers and maybe why he
needs a little bit of supplemental
spending.

All told, the President has spent al-
most half of 1997, 149 days, as well as
over half of 1998 so far, 155 days, out-
side of Washington, DC. Hello, Mr.
President, we are trying to get our
work done here. You criticize us for
being a do-nothing Congress? Mr.
President, where have you been?

The President’s travel at taxpayers’
expense long ago broke the foreign
travel record. To put it in perspective,
Mr. President, you have traveled do-
mestically over 304 days in the last 2
years. You have already spent more
time out of Washington than four out
of the last five Congresses have spent
in session.

If the implications were not so seri-
ous, the President’s wanderlust would
be a mere fact for amusement, and we
could all chortle a little bit about it.
This is, after all, a President who has
claimed an initiative for every problem
and credit for every solution. Yet the
President has not been around for
much of the work. If America is to be-
lieve he is serious about Social Secu-
rity reform and Medicare reform and
health care reform, tax reform and a
host of other problems, it would help if
they could first believe he is going to
be here so we could meet with him to
get the work done.

In 1992, then-candidate Bill Clinton
excoriated President Bush for taking 25
trips to 60 countries from 1989 to 1993.
He stated, ‘It is time for us to have a
President who cares more about Little-
ton, NH, than Liechtenstein; or more
about Manchester than Micronesia.”
But once in office, guess what? Mr.
Clinton took Air Force One and away
he went, and he broke the Bush record.
In less than 2 years, 1997 through 1998,
Clinton has spent almost as many days
overseas as Bush spent during his en-
tire term in office—T79 versus 86 days.
President Clinton has taken 32 foreign
trips during his Presidency, 6 more
than President Bush, to 78 countries,
including 51 different ones. Trips to
South Korea, Japan, Malaysia are al-
ready in the travel plans for next year.

Mr. President, I could go on and on.
The point is quite simple. As America
has discovered, just because Mr. Clin-
ton is in the country does not mean he
is in the White House. The ‘“‘DC” in
Washington, DC, probably means ‘‘De-
void of Clinton.” While Clinton was
able to leave his passport in the White
House, he has made sure he has taken
donor cards. As the press has noted,
fundraising is prominent in his travel
agenda.

What is in the Washington Post
today? The President was out once
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